Lucy & William Holt
Family Diary Excerpt

Feb. 1903 Entry About Lucy Holt’s Sister’s Visit to Several
Lumber Camps in Northern Oconto & Marinette Counties

Her guide was her brother-in-law (William “Arthur” Holt)
President of the Holt Lumber Company

Holt’s Spur was a major train siding located in the Town of
Riverview near the intersection of Tar Dam Road and Hwy. 32.

Holt’s Ranch was a logging camp and farm east of Lakewood
near the intersection of Smyth Rd. and Holt Ranch Rd.



Cover of Source Diary Source Book Which is
Part of the Lakewood, WI Lakes Country
Library Collection

Note: I.P. Rumsey was the father of Lucy Rumsey Holt
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"Hotel Brlleview” (or at least it ought to
as the cutlock shovs mud; 8 station, wood pilt
barrels, salecns and an occasiomal granger)
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Here Ellen &I sit while the reln is fallieg cutside npd Paul &
gone to the camp which we had hoped to visit today. It was a beau!
Fegtorddy & so we were bardly prepared for the patter of rain dreps to
awrke this soraiag, the' Mr MeDooald gaid yesterday that rain o .
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fm prose word from children of parents.
e ‘ It wa=z really quite a refreshing sight,
for often with peopls in theas clrou=-
[GTE stances you miss the thoughtful care
GENERAL TELEPHONE | of the msband & father, & the =other

| 15 too tired to be lovicg & gentle .

& 1ittls while after leaving Woun=
talpn, the train stopped at Holt's Spur
Vilusie 7, Mumber & & we dlgembarked, Tloding My MeDorald

Decermber, 1978 Just arrived with the tem=z, his fur
h: y coat 811 frost, like the trees and
bughes which had been a delight to the
eye all the way up. Iater I learced

NEWS

Wisconsin ... In General that a apar was o switch or slding oo
e T <he R,R, which had only cne connection
First Logging Camp In with the main track, Here, which is
: S called "Cazp 3 Ianding”, we pieced cut

- State Still Stands our early breakfast at Oconto with

it o e o i boaat & ten, warmed up our feet, donnad
n it midat of oo moat vast white ping (RIO0S | ayeen wraps, aAbove & below, & were

in the Midwess §Heipand Baicom Loging Camp Ha. | p

wis erecitd in {580 tp house the Lumbegacks of thai | "E'Tt:d in the sleigh & started on our
ey Siilled woodsmen carved the comers, foors and | EPER by 81:15.

husics wilk much experine. Tt wis a beautiful drive aloog &
road bordersad with sparkling bushes &

i Commanly called “Depot Camp’. the loggers
trasmpated gapplics on (ool via 3 windsng trail, which tresn. Mr McDonald bad put the bells
foifiowed Mol asiin Brook, on the horses which scunded Soo mich

1ike eivilization & not 1ike the si-

Lzed For hall falary, the okdest i geared: |
S el pdon e % | lepce of the great woods. About ten

ing lumber camp in Wisconsin i bocatsd near Lak

in Mortseastern Wiscormdn ; we came b0 the hill where one of the
; sngines, about whoge troubles & diffi-
Pias Compliuran of Suer Huserid Sochsy of Wichmn : culties we had heard much, was station-

gd to pull up loads on & heavy grade.
Thep we came o Camp 3 where we were o
bave dinner, but as it was still early .,
we drove ob down the pond to where the
logs were being piled up for the driwve
in the spring. There were lots & lots
of logs, to an inexperienced eye. It
was beantiful sleighing & the weather
waz al=mply perfect, bright & gorgecus
| sunshine & blue sky & warm enough to
go with uncovered ears.
After driving some way, & comversing with the scaler, Billy Pettigrew, we
turned arcund & Mr.McDooald let the horses go thelr fastest back to the cAmp.
It was fine. When I got out, one of =y poor lash's wool shoes was found %o be
-g:l_:n--ft_:.tuﬂ an the sole, so I put on over these Arthur's low cverahoes & we pro-
ceaded to walk up & hill in aearch of an appetite. I declded it wvas a good plan
o have large feet ng we could cover ground. We fouad the appetive & a nice
inner waiting for us when we returned. Willlng to run oo risks, I ata only tea
5t & pens, & malf a cooky. After dinner we sat arcund on large logs or
5 or & load of cedar, waiting till the driver had had his dinner & was
 to proceed to the tow-hill where we wished to see the engine do its work.
L rode on the load as far as the hill, & then watched 1t march or alide
i up in answer to the paff-puff-paff of the engine. At the bottom of

Ll was a mich scattered lead of csadar poles. Ofne of the gleighs had brolen

‘the top of the hill & gone dashing back. No ome was fmrt, & I should
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¥ wag in charge
to have seen it go. (Henry Crono ip, tur e
ook e o sheut & ent v 0 1o 86310 S50 ompny e car
I remesbered from ten yedrs Ago. p:nubt ten yeara 880 ““u_ gt
Hiss Meteall & I enjowed lusclous doug ars ago when He . Poaws . d
we helped with the prayer meeting ten {!bnv.ﬂ{ for n peeting M% :
where Mr.Macartney & an Evangelist wen th the camp bosges which were
ago. Arthur held many conversations wi 1oigh than ever before,
sitting still in this & there & lo
& amuning. I did mors £ T enjoyed pitting _
men made excursiens into the woods. Bu il until we reached the I'ﬁ
listening & breathing. After a while I ::.m many delightful m‘_-"_-"‘r,_ _
its cunning, cory cottage where we have ape h can make 1t, everything ;
I wigh you could see it. Clean as white was the house in l]m.lﬁ-d:g
ltive tut charming, an airtight stove which h-ult-:h:Puu left us to clean up
We bad the fur robes aprend down for carpets, Lo daughter-in-1aw, & to
they went to interview Mrs.Crooks, George Crook's ‘-’Eh there 188t week ]
peaice with her, because Aurthur had sent word we would Howevab anEs
& had found no way to let her know of cur change of plan. = gt
mind, & prepared a delicious supper, chickens, whoss criss mhﬂrdm- rﬁf i
cake, raspberry lam, cookies, doughmuts, tem, jelly roll, two t ey
Fotatoas, =ilk & bread & butter. We retired quite early that night, 1’““?
1o an sarly start asxt mrning. <
Paul ﬂm Lo wake us up & bulld a fire far us ne it wns soon Ag WILE'TE '.'*.w
toant. A breakfast consisting of soft boiled #gRs, =eat, ete,, with chocola
cake & raspberry jum, prepared us for sur drive of fifteen =ilea, the ha.l'.l.f.u
aleigh ride I ever enjoyed. We had the interesting experience of breaking ¢
road part of the way. We drove up arcund & settler’s cablo, for Pagl though
would have a way eut, but he had gone 2o long before that only hia aleigh &
wnE prescnt. The horses bad hard work ms there was a crust under o e
ing of anow and about svery other step they went in almat up to their knesg
The bells had been left gff at Iy request, Lk wa énjoyed the silence, e
Our next eccounter was an abandoned sheep Fanch, where we turpea off into
field & after driving a 1lttle WAy, Arthur & Mr.MeDonald decideg ;
wilk & nile er two & save driving around Chut aix. gq they took
& started, but went only about ten Feet, alnking thre' the crugt Up to Phgdy |
knces & turned around & cams back, Arthur saying he didp'y Mka 'ty 150 £y
long. But we decided that was pot the cnly Femgon. Y& ug SO
We turned around without tipping over, thanks to Ehe finagt beb
ever rode in, good drivicg & horses whe underatood theip Bus g ge aleigh _I
tinued on our way, passing o summer resort on Crooked Ia - ¥e thap con=
into & logging road vhich led to where o Jobber, Grandey, Wiy winlh' turning
$500. for the Job & his crew consisting of his sonm, 1s VAL g TR
thro' a cedar swamp part of the way. Back on the same rony 411
ianding where Hansen wms working, a man who didn't ko Mr.Bo)
woods, where we found Me.Crawford, & Tinally to the Chmp, 4 :mi
sevan =en Working there, Paul knew the cook & thanks po hiz = 1 T
of pea soup, delicious fresh pork, fine boiled Potatoey, chke
which I did not eat. Ellen & I before dinner luxurinteq in a4,
by the side of the lake upon which the CARD WAs located, whil, ‘ln-:h of
cressed the Iake & cane back with some green arbutug leaye rt
spot & we think we could build a cottage among the pines & quiy, s
Then we started on the long drive vhich ended here gy Poung 0 ey
about smeven o'clock., The fasnt mart vas dellightful thee’ Cody.. a-}-&at,
the Waupes where the track was hardly bruun_,._.ﬂm_r_n._.'ﬁy_ the P'“ht
Mary's logs were piled, then cnto n logging road, where tn. hunj'm* S
from & bay thatched tent., We passed two loaded [ 2V

remark being "Getting pretty soft, aint it, uh?;'; U bt {4 1:"‘:;%:}
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the lce wvas practically gone. Before turnipg off ints the supply road, we =et
La Clair, & conversed a bit, latsr passing hls prospearous seattlement & seeing
the =aple trees whare the syrup we bad last susmer came from. About theare Mr.
MezDooald said Lt wmz & mile or so to Patemmn's old casp whers Juy Ramsey was
keeping watoh. But before we got there, I declded it wmas & mile ap the crow
flies, pot nz the road winds,.

The descriptions of Guy Ramsey smde me quite curicus to see him. When
Arthur last visited him be vas living on ssuer krout & baking powder blacuit
left by the old cook, melting snow because the spring was frozen over & other-
wige appearing very shiftless. Mr.McDopald sxpressed this sceoe h;: bis resark,
“Why he just knowsthet Be ls thers, but Bs se idea vhers that Ls.

The reat of the drive was over practically bare romds. At the Found Laun=
dry we stopped & while & Paul brot us out some doughmuts & cookies. Then the
rest of the= walked into towm, I couldn't because Arthur's rubbers wouldn't
stay oo & I bad no others, and it was very soft. Arrlviag al the hotsl, we were
ughered ints the fanily sltting where, Wallace would say, were eleven besides
women & children. The room was about the size of cur upstairs hall bedroom &
thers were three children, who ad been about the saloon so such that theilr

& language wore palaful, except the baby of about 9 months. The mother,
- & frail little young womac had been sick b weeks, & couldn't get arcund after
| them as she vanted & 80 she slapped them & threatensd them but all to oo purpose.
| We were floally ushered to the "sitting room” also cur bed room, a large rocm
| over the bar room, heated by a stove pipe golng thru from the stowe in the ball,
It i3 a curicusly built house, two of the rooms cpposite bad mo light except
then to

e e |

| what came in from the hall,
- Arfter supper of ham L egge & accessories, we sat awhils & bad, but
- mot to zlecp for some tise as the bar was oot closed tL11 twelwe & the molse
 kept me awmbka. And now it is sorning & here we alt at 10:30. Ellen is wmiting
ko read to =8, o I better atop. This i3 a serawl & I am sorry for you to bave
read it, but it may amise you sometime when you baven't much slse to do. You
bt let Acne Metcalfl aee 1t as she might be interested to hear about what abe

It is oow 12 o'clock and we shall Mave to go to dioper soon. It Fas Been &
any experience. Ellen bas written o loog account to ber mother, so you need
: axchange letters. Iocy, I find, has set her heart oo paying some sccial
ots 8o I may bave to atay till Saturday of pext week or over Susday, I don't
ow.  Iat me know if there is any reason why you specially want =e. I hope

oew cook is all right, & the new man will be. I am anricus to get back &
L

i 1r'a b m‘
 Flesse forgive this awful scrawl, With muich love to each one.
—_ :'I_ May
¢ Holt tmd been pictured in the Fumsey records first as Heory's bosa,
‘&g Minnie's fond friend. (The moonlight was always more beautiful in
any!) The lattera he wrots to Ellsn and Minnie, oo his way home from
p to Egypt and The Holy Iand ip 1908 as they contimoed oo thelr tour

glve you soms excerpta from those letters, to make your
three-dimens local too.
Off Sardinia

My 2, 1908 .
dear 'h 'E"’ﬂ:.
« » The ;?Ght slept well, and

bad my coffes at T and my
cold bath at T:30, after wait=-
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